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mJdi fied letters eased the proble!':1 sanewhat but requi red the
rrem:>rize exactly .....Alat the mJdification was on the particular
there was no system' to the roodification.

TO:AFIS/INrU (Attn: SMSgt Lovelady)

I.(U) The roll owing inrormation is provided in response to your request
ror inrormation on the PACAF E~E Code Letter Prograr:1. Contained below is a
history or the prograr:1 in PAC-\F and our current guidance/ policy in relation
to code 1e tt e r s.

U

2.(. During the Vietnam War, PAC-\F/IN, as coordinating authority ror PAceM
E&E matters, developed E&E code letters ror use by downed airrren. The objective
of the program was to aid in locating and identifying a do.vned aircrew rrerrber
if he had no other rreans of ccrrrnunicating wi th search and rescue forces. At
that tirre, aircrews .......ere provided with the SRU-22/P Signal Marker (Identifi­
cation Panel), .....Alich was carried in the r.-esh survival vest. The Signa! Marker
'vas the first consideration in marking the aircrev.rrr.er.-ber's position; however,

ny material could be used to construct a code letter. 11- ••• · •••••••

'-----alphabetic letters were used. H~ver, letters were often used to designate
landing z.one markers in South V.ietnam.AIso, cerretery graves in ,Southeast Asia
saretirres had the appearance or letters. As a result, reported sighting or E&E

code letter~ required extensive analysis to determine the validity or the
sighting. In an effort to overcare this problem, standard letters ....-ere rrodi fied

- The use of
c r ev.rreni>e r t 0
letter, since

3." In August 19i2, the E&E cod~ le·tter system was reorgan,iz.ed into an
easily rerrerrbered system. The letters were, by necessity, crodified but the
crodi f i cat i oos he Iped st reaml i ne the p'rogr am. Pr imary let ter s v.ere,,- and
backup letters were either _'or _.

4.'V Attacrrrents 2-5 provide a list of code letters used. Attachrents 2 and
3 v.ere published in August 19i2 and attadrrents 4 and 5 were published April
1975. The primary code letters ~re to be used and the
backup code letters were to be used The
letters were to rer:1ain in effect unti I the various addre5:> I ried of
a change. There was no scheduled monthly change of priITBry

5.t()cr~ers were briefed that the E&E code letters ~re not to be carried
on their person or in the aircraft in written form. In addition, aircrev.r
.TeIT6ers were briered only the current letters. The letters were to be used for

''-...·/no other ;:Jur;:>ose than to identify and locate friendly personnel in an actual
E& E sit ua t ion.



.UNCLASSIFIED

~.• (U) The code letters are classified SECRET NOFORN OISSE.\\

~.andled on a strict need-to-knCM' basis. Military personnel
nations directly concerned with on-going hos~ilities involving
wi I I be considered to have a need-to-know.

and rrus t be
of friendly
U.S. forces

• ~. ,.¥ -'. -:," .:~~~

area, the a i rcrew
the ground, using

and available••

usetheregarding7.(U) Aircrews within PACr\F are instructed as follows
of the E&E code letter.

a. ,) Upon a rr i va I at __ ! _..fL~ .•••• OJ c Iear ed
merrber wi I I construct the appropriate code letter on
whatever material is avai lable.

tu;b., The letter should be as large as the area

materia swill permi~" __. ··BH~ "~1;;;,
'V)LOng

d.ralv/Any r.1aterial r:1aY be used to construct a code letter. Themateri~selected should have high constrast with the background against
which it is displayed. For exarrple, .....-hite parachute panels, light rocks,
sand, dried weeds, logs, planks, or barrboo on a dark background; water
on dry bare ground or hard packed sand, etc.

e. (~)\o\an-made mater i al s wh i ch are ---"~~ f••...s hou I d not be used.

f." In the event an E&E code letter is sighted, the follCM'ing
procedures apply:

(I)(U) Person responsible for sighting r:-ust debrief with intelli-
gence personnel as soon as possible after sighting.

(2)(U) The intelligence division wi I I notify the area Rescue Coordi­
nation Center (RCC) or the sighting by the fastest rreans avai lab Ie, ccrnre;­
surate wi th secur i ty. If· secure tel.ephone is used, a follo.v-up rressage
rrus t be s en t •.

(3) (U)
area RCC,
Force/IN.

The intelligence
with information

The message should

division wi II send a priori ty rressage to
copy to PACOPS/INA and parent numbered

con t a in the f 0 ( ICM'ing i n forma t ion:

(~)~(J)rype ai rcraft/vehicle reporting sighting.(~) ~Jca I I s igo (i f any).

(,£)\'G!jDate/tir.e group or sighting.

(~)~tltitude (if aircraft sighting).

(~..>eY)LOcation (geographic c:)ordinat~s, TACJN radial/C\1E, e:c.)

(i)(U) Weather in vicinity of observation.

(,i){U) Terraii1.



UNCLASSIHEU
(i )(U) Remarks (include any other ar.-plifying data such as enemy

~defenses obse7ved in area, etc).

8.(U) This program is Hi II in effect in PAC\F. Unfortunat~ly in the past

years it did not receive the attention it needed and as a result lapsed"
into dormancy. PACOPS/INAU, the current OPR for the code Jetter prograr.1

is currently in the process or IT2king this program an active part or PAC~F~

E&E once again.

9.(U) Hoperul Iy you wi II rind the information provided helprul. If you have

any questions regarding this subject request you contact Cape Tereszkiewicz,
PAOOPS/INAU, 449-5891.

a /)\~
~PH M. GARDEWIN, Lt Col, USAF
Acting Director of Intel Applications

Staff Director, Operations/I,nte/ligence

.~

5 Atch

I. E&E Code S~o/s (5)

2. Primary E&E Code Ltrs (S/NF)

3. Backup E&E Code Ltrs (S/NF)

4. Primary E&E Code Ltr (S/NF)

5. Backup E&E Coce Ltrs (S/NF)
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