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PACAF E&E Code Letter Program (U)
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|.(U} The following information is provided in response to your request
for information on the PACAF E%E Code Letter Program. Contained below is a
history of the program in PACAF and our current guidance/ policy in relation

to code letters.
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2.(@ Ouring the Vietnam War, PACAF/IN, as coordinating authority for PACOM

E&E matters, developed E&E code letters for use by downed airmen. The objective
of the program was to aid in locating and identifying a downed aircrew member
if he had no other means of communicating with search and rescue forces. At
that time, aircrews were provided with the S5SRU-22/P Signal Marker (ldentifi=-
cation Panel), which was carried in the mesh survival vest. The Signal Marker
wvas the first consideration in marking the aircrew member's position; however,
ny material could be used to comstruct a code letter.

—alphabetic letters were used. However, letters were often used to designate

landing zone markers in South Vietnam. Also, cemetery graves in Southeast Asia
sometimes had the appearance of letters. As a result, reported sighting of E&E
code letters required extensive analysis to determine the validity of the
sighting. In an effort to overcame this problem, standard letters were modified
. The use of
modified letters eased the problem scmewhat but required the crewmember to
meqor ize exactly what the modification was on the particular letter, since
there was no system to the modification. X

3.(& In August 1972, the E&E code letter system was reorganized into an
easily remembered system. The letters were, by necessity, modified but the
modifications helped streamline the program. Primary letters were RN and

backup letters were either NEENE -

v = ; :
4.‘ Attachments 2-5 provide a list of code letters used. Attachments 2 and
3 were published in August [972 and attachments 4 and 5 were published April
1975. The primary code letters were to be used and the

backup code letters were to be used
latters were to remain in effect until the various adaress iried of

a change. There was no scheduled monthly change of primary letters.

v .
5-{‘ Crewrembers were briafed that the EXE code letters were not to be carried

on their person or in the aircraft in written fom. In addition, aircrew
Temmbers were briefed only the current letters. The letters were to be used for
no other purpose than to identify and locate friendly personnel in an actual

EXE situation.
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%.{U) The code letters are classified SECRET NOFORN DISSEM and must be
.andled on a strict need-to-know basis. Military persoanel of friendly
“nations directly concerned with on-going hostilities involving U.S. forces
will be considered to have a need-to-know.

7.(U) Aircrews within PACAF are instructed as follows regarding the use
of the E&E code letter.
‘y) |
i Upon arrival at guRSESEumpaeeest o cleared area, the aircrew
member will coastruct the appropriate code letter on the ground, wusing
whatever material is available.

b.fw)The letter should be as large as the area and available
materials will : L b RS i : T

d.(,ﬁ))Any material may be used to construct a code letter. The
materials selected should have high constrast with the background against
which it is displayed. For exarple, white parachute panels, light rocks,
sand, dried weeds, logs, planks, or bamboo on a dark background; water
on dry bare ground or hard packed sand, etc.

ol e.('@)«an-made materials which are MBI, should not be used.
J

f-. In the event an E&E code letter is sighted, the following
procedures apply:

(1)(U) Person responsible for sighting must debrief with intelli-
gence personnel as soon as possible after sighting.

(2)(U) The intelligence division will notify the area Rescue Coordi-
nation Center (RCC) of the sighting by the fastest means available, cammen-
surate with security. If secure telephone is used, a followup message
must be sent.. & ' ’ G

(3)(U) The intelligence division will send a priority message to

the area RCC, with information copy to PACOPS/INA and parent numbered
Air Force/IN. The message should contain the following information:

(a) (\j}l’ype aircraft/vehicle reporting sighting.

(o) QU)calt sign (if any).

(E)'\‘@ Date/time group of sighting.

(fj_)\t&)}\lti'tude (if aircraft sighting).

(&) %})Location (gzeographic coordinates, TACMW radial/CME, e:c.)
(f)(U) Weather in vicinity of observation.

(_g_){U‘- Terrain.

‘
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” (i)(U) Remarks (include any other amplifying data such as enemy
defenses observed in area, etc).

8.(U) This program is still in effect in PACAF. Unfortunately in the past
vears it did not receive the attention it needed and as a result lapsed
into dormancy. PACOPS/INAU, the current OPR for the code letter program
is currently in the process of making this program an active part of PACAF’

E&E once again.

9.(U) Hopefully youwill find the information provided helpful. If you have
any questions regarding this subject request you contact Capt Tereszkiewicz,
PACOPS/INAU, 449-3891.
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OSEPH M. GARDEWIN, Lt Col, USAF 5 Atch

Acting Director of Intel Applications . E&E Code Symbols (S)

Staff Director, Operations/Intelligence . Primary E&E Code Lrtrs (S/NF)
Backup E&E Code Ltrs (S/NF)

Primary E&E Code Lrtr (S/NF)

Backup E&Et Cocde Ltrs (S/NF)
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